TIDINGS
St. Timothy Lutheran Church Newsletter

January 2022

Precious Time
“But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and
the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes
were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.” Luke 24:2931
It’s hard to imagine that this article is something of an official farewell. I just got here,
for goodness’ sake. But then, that is the nature of these brief interim appointments. It’s
not exactly that everything that needs doing is done, but we established a 3-month time frame for my work
here with the idea that this would be enough time to get you all started in the process of calling your new
staff pastor and moving forward with mission. So, January 16, 2022, will be my last sermon and my last
day as a member of the St. Timothy staff.
To be honest, even though three months is a very short assignment, it is always the same, no matter how
long you stay. There is always that sense that there is more to do… the imagining of what might happen
with more time… the feeling that I barely got here, and it is already time to go.
I have no doubt that this is exactly how the disciples felt as they travelled the road to Emmaus on the
evening of the first Easter. Jesus had barely had time to get to know them when he was taken away and
nailed to a cross. And now here he was beside them again and no sooner had they figured out that he
was there, than, “poof”… vanished again. But in that brief moment between Jesus’ new arrival and his abrupt departure there was the breaking of bread...and in that shared meal, enough to nourish them for a
lifetime.
My time here at St. Timothy has been short, but rich in the building of friendships that will last far beyond
this formal partnership. And between the unexpected beginning of this friendship and my departure, there
has been the breaking of bread every week. For this, and for the many gifts you have shared, perhaps
without even knowing it, I am deeply grateful, and confident that it will be a source of nourishment for a
lifetime.
-Pr. Wayne Miller

January Highlights—Mark
your calendar!
Jan. 1- New Year’s Day, NO 5:00pm worship service
Jan. 2 – “Christmas-2” Sunday Worship—9:30am
Care Group—Thursday, Jan. 6—1:30pm
UN-decorate the church– Saturday, Jan. 8—9:00am
Blood Drive—Sunday, Jan. 16—7:30—11:30am
Hesed House—Jan. 25th & 26th

Worship and Music
Special thanks to all the choirs, musicians
and worship volunteers for sharing your
time and talents to make our Christmas
season memorable and beautiful!
And a special thank you to all of the families who helped make our first Live Nativity
service a huge success! We had volunteers
who baked cookies, helped with refreshments, and created special keepsake ornaments. Plus ushers, actors, singers, carpenters and artists. We gathered for worship and heard the story told by our children of St. Timothy, got to pet the live animals, and meet baby Jesus. A great time
was had by all.
A very big thank you to all our December
volunteers who turned out to decorate the
church for Christmas! You helped make our
church festive for the Advent and Christmas seasons.
We will be UN-decorating the church on
Sat. Jan. 8 at 9am, and many hands
make light work, so I hope you can join us.

Live Nativity Photos

Health Corner
Another new year! God has provided guidance, direction and blessings in 2021. Although we are still in
the midst of this pandemic, we need to focus on the “silver lining.” We have been able to return to indoor
worship AND provide access to our building for community organizations while keeping everyone safe! I
continue to draw strength from the fact that St. Timothy is a ‘village’ of people who care and support one
another.
Looking ahead, the focus of our bi-monthly group that meets on the first and third Thursdays at 1:30p. will
be discussing different topics and incorporating a bible discussion at times. Our next gathering is scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 6th. More information will be available on the church calendar. We will have “Fit 4
Life” exercise classes again in the spring. Access our website at www.sttimothylutheran.com, “Get Informed“, “Healthy Living” and “In the Know” for updated health and resource information.
Find your joy in 2022! Scripture tells us, 1Corinthians 10-31 ESV, “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”
 Give yourself credit for the things you accomplish
 Take control of your life
 Get a little stronger physically, mentally, spiritually and emotionally
 Write down 3 things for which you are grateful at the end of the day
 Stop waiting to be happy; do what makes you happy
 Make self-care a part of your routine
 Recall memories that make you smile
 Handle worry differently
 Write entries in a journal
 Pray regularly
 Read your bible
 Talk with a loved one/friend/pastor
 Find someone to compliment at least once a day
 Play everyday
I noticed something just the other day. I don’t know
 Take time to pause and notice things and people
why it took me so long. This past month I have been
around you
surrounded by Christmas nativities. All over the
 Book your next vacation
house there are plastic, wooden, and porcelain fig Plan an outing (but with safety in mind)
ures of the holy family and all of the other people
 Embrace being a plant parent
and creatures who were present when Jesus was
~Kim Runge, RN
born all those years ago. My only question is this:
Why can’t we get a dog? Come on! You mean to tell
me that you can have all those sheep roaming
around the stable and nary a sheepdog in site?

Connie’s Puppy Tales

Confirmation

The dates we will meet for Confirmation in January are the
13th, the 20th, and the 27th.

High School Group
The first meet up we will have is January
9th. We will meet at 6:30pm.

We will have a white elephant swap, so
bring a simple, and perhaps even ridiculous,
wrapped gift to share among the group.

“Man’s best friend” is a term I take
seriously, so why not a dog best
friend for the Son of Man? You know
the song the Friendly Beasts? Doves
sing him to sleep with coos, the donkey carries his mother uphill and
down, the cow gives him a manger to
pillow his head, sheep give him their
wool for a blanket warm. All the animals pitch in to
comfort this newborn king. Let’s put a dog in there.
Face licks, soft pets, someone to curl up next to him
while he sleeps, someone to guard the door from
the mailman. There is a lot that I can offer.
Well, as January comes and goes and the Christmas decorations go away, I remain ever hopeful.
Maybe next year we can right the wrongs and put a
dog in the nativity.

Council Highlights

from the December 14th meeting

ANNUAL MEETING I hope you have had a joyous and healthy Christmas. It is that time of year that we
have the opportunity to get together and share the St Timothy year in review, as well as what is ahead for
the new year. The St. Timothy council would kindly request that you mark your calendars for the 2022 Annual Meeting which will be held on Sunday, January 30th immediately following the 9:30am service. At this
time we are planning for an in-person meeting, however we will make adjustments as necessary due to the
Covid situation. We need to have a quorum to carry out the business of St. Timothy so please come join
us if at all possible. Annual reports will be available a week ahead of the meeting. If you have any questions about the upcoming Annual Meeting, or council in general, please feel free to email me at amckenna@sttimothylutheran.com. We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting. Warm wishes for a joyous new year! ~Andy McKenna, St. Timothy Council President
Church council is grateful to members of St. Timothy for providing food and gift cards for Mill Street Cares
and for sponsoring 97 children through the Giving Tree.
The Call Committee has been given names of possible candidates from synod.
A fully balanced budget was voted on by Council to propose to the congregation at the
Annual Meeting on January 30, 2022.
The meditation garden pergola was destroyed by high winds in early December. Greg Kerfoot disassembled the structure for safety reasons. Greg has offered to build a new pergola next Spring. Thank you,
Greg!
Blood drive- Sunday, January 16th in the fellowship hall from 7:30 to 11:30.
Hardcopies of the full minutes are available in back of narthex, on the Council Wall.

Social Ministry
MILL STREET CARES: Thank you SOOOO much to all who donated to Mill Street Cares this year. We
provided meals to 25 Mill Street Elementary families; giving them each FIVE bags of groceries (worth
about $100) and a $25 Jewel gift card to help with food needs over the school holiday break. The school
was very appreciative sending comments like “How wonderful! This community never ceases to amaze
me!” and “Great things can be done! Thank you for all you do to coordinate these blessings for our families.” Thank you for the all the donations that made a big impact for these families this holiday season.
BLOOD DRIVE January is National Blood Donor month and In partnership with Versiti Blood Centers, St. Timothy will sponsor a “Giving Warms the Blood” blood drive on Sunday, Jan. 16, 7:30 to
11:30am. Donate a pint of blood and receive a free pair of socks from Versiti (while supplies last).
Your donation is needed more than ever at this time of year & every donor saves up to THREE lives! Appointments are appreciated, but walk-ins are always welcome. Signup at http://www.versiti.org/IL or call 1
-800-7To-Give.
GIVING TREE Thank you all for your generosity supporting our Giving Tree this holiday season.
We sponsored 97 children in foster care and made a difference in their lives.
Our HESED HOUSE commitment is on January 25-26. Keep an eye out for an e-mail with sign up sheets

for food and volunteers.

Wishing everyone a HEALTHY 2022!

Around St. Timothy
Library Notes: Did you know that the St. Timothy library has more than 1700 books, plus some CDs and
DVDs?.How many have you checked out? Resolve to read more in 2022! To spend more time with God try
some of the books in our Devotional Resources (DR) and Inspirational Resources (IR) sections, such as:
Learning to Pray: A Guide for Everyone by Martin James (a new book in DR); any of the 16 Max Lucado
titles in IR; A Bead and a Prayer: A Beginner’s Guide to Protestant Prayer Beads (DR) by Kristen E Vincent. Day by Day We Magnify Thee (DR) – daily readings from Martin Luther’s sermons and other works
focusing on Christ and Christian living; 365 Days to a Prayer-Filled Lifer (DR) by Germaine Copeland; and
Make Today Matter: 10 Habits for a Better Life (and World) (IR) by Chris Lowney.
Altar flowers There is a new 2022 calendar on the worship table to sign-up for flower arrangements for
worship. Each arrangement is $40 and you can choose to do one or two. It is a special way to remember a
loved one, or celebrate birthdays and anniversaries. Thank you for supporting this ministry.
Holiday Light Recycling The Green Team is collecting old holiday lights and electric cords for recycling. Bring them to the container by our display table now through January. THANK YOU for the great response so far in keeping lights out of the landfill!

The FTN leadership team is excited to share that we're going to be packing meals again, in-person, Saturday, February 19th and Sunday the 20th at the Res/Rec Center at North Central College for our 11th Feed
the Need MobilePack! We remain filled with hope that we can reach the 1 million-meal goal and feed 2,740
kids. St. Timothy members are part of the 30 DuPage & Kane county faith partners participating. See you
at the pack! For more information see Dick Riederer and Bob Huebner.

Prayers
We invite you to lift up members of our congregation in prayer. Each week, a number of families
will be prayed for during worship. The following are on the prayer list for January:
Ketelsen
Kieckhafer
Kinder
Kluss
Knapp
Knauft
Kocka
Krause
Krawczyk
Kroeger
Kurima
Kurtides
Kutay
LauLetta
Leaver

Dot
Russell
Kevin
Fred
James
Jim
Chris
David
Jake
Diane
Will
Lisa
Keith
Nancy
John

Deborah
Debra

Sarah

Joey

Laura
Nancy
Amy Rodebaugh
Lori
Mary

Julia
Katie
Samantha
Allison
Caroline

Jimmy
John
Nora
Ryan
Robert

Morgan
David

Sophie
Stephen
Hartley

McKennan

Cheryl
Rachel
Ted
Alexa
Martinique Wood Larkin
Sue

