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For six weeks out of the year, Chicago is visited by a special holy scene. The scene appears
for a limited time during the Advent and Christmas season at the Art Institute. It is a crèche—
the Old French word for crib. And yet while I know that many of us will put out crèches this
season, scenes of the birth of Christ, I surmise that none will look like this one.
Coming to Chicago from 18th century Naples, Italy this crèche would dwarf the nativity scenes
that you would find anywhere else. This does not mean that the individual figures are large.
Quite the opposite. What makes the scene large is the scale. Most crèche’s have the holy family, some farm animals, and perhaps the anachronistic Magi (who were not present when JePr. Daniel Miller
sus was born), and a smattering of shepherds and sheep. The Neapolitan nativity is a cast of
hundreds. At the center is the birth of Jesus, but surrounding that one story are the stories of an
entire city. This city, however, is not the little town of Bethlehem, but rather 18 th century Naples. Dressed in silk baroque style costumes, holding tiny instruments made by real lute makers, and dining on miniscule silver crafted by
actual Italian silver smiths, the picture surrounding the birth of Christ is hustling and bustling and full of Italian street
and home life, a mixture of spiritual and earthly dramas.
While visitors to the museum could merely appreciate the artistic and historical significance of this impossibly imaginative piece of art, I also see a profound spiritual significance as well. A sprawling scene of the birth of Jesus not into
quiet Bethlehem, not a Silent Night, but into a loud chaotic contemporary world is a powerful message this Christmastide. Christ is not born into the world each year as a relic of the past, as an event confined to the dustbins of history, an ancient tale from half a world away. When we celebrate the birth of Jesus it is into this world—into this busy,
hectic, sprawling, modern world. Our world swirls around us, much like this crèche scene swirls with activity, and
Christ is born in the middle of it—not apart from the business but into it. The incarnation of God is not an action far
removed and far different from regular human existence. The incarnation is important because it is an action at the
heart of our lives here in our busy cities and our busy lives. Let us take moments this Advent and Christmas to look
at the center of our lives and witness the Christ child who is present there.

Monthly Highlights—Mark your calendars!
Dec. 13– Lunch Bunch at noon
Dec. 16—Family Advent—3:00 to 5:00 (see page 3)

Dec. 23– Christmas Cantata- One worship service at 9:30 am

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES:
4:30 Family service
7:30 pm traditional candlelight service
10:00pm traditional candlelight service
Dec. 30– Service of Lessons and Carols– 9:30 am

Worship and music
Help Decorate the Church for Christmas

The Glory of Christmas
Our choirs are working hard preparing for a special Christmas cantata on Sunday, Dec.
23 at 9:30. This Lloyd Larson composition will feature all three of our choirs, instrumentalists from our congregation and you, the people of St. Timothy. There will only be
the one service that day, so please mark your calendars and plan to be with us as we celebrate Jesus our Lord coming to live among us. This truly is the glory of Christmas!
On Sunday, Dec. 30 we will celebrate a service of Lessons and Carols at 9:30.
Christmas Eve Schedule
Our family worship and children’s service will be at 4:30 p.m. We will have surprise visitors
help us tell the story of Jesus’s birth, so come share in the celebration as we welcome
Jesus!
Soul Assembly will provide leadership at the 7:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service.
Chancel Choir will be lead the 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service.
Contact Katie Andrade (630-355-1330) if you are interested in singing with the choirs during the Christmas season.

Christmas Poinsettias
We have ordered 6 red and 9 white poinsettias this year, so sign up in the narthex
if you’re interested in purchasing one. The
cost this year is $20 each.

Health corner
Lunch Bunch will be gathering Thursday, Dec.
13 at noon for a special program titled “Retiring
Wisely”. Our own Corey Schmidt from Thrivent Financial will be hosting lunch and presenting an informative seminar. This topic is for all ages and
promises to be “something everyone should know”
as we all work toward enjoying our future.
Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex or
email krunge@sttimothylutheran.com or
the office@sttimothylutheran.com if you plan to attend so we can accommodate all who are interested. Don’t forget to invite a friend!

Connie’s puppy tales
I’ve finally arrived. Let me tell you why. A few weeks ago
I was at church one evening and the place was packed
with kids. They all seemed to be having fun and learning
great Bible Stories. I was doing my part too. I was walking up and down the hallway, wagging my tail, looking
into the classrooms with a big smile across the face. Pr.
Dan said I was being a distraction, but if that is true then
I like being a distraction. The kids would all turn around
and ask their teachers if I could come in and hang out,
which is great because I like Bible stories too—although
I wish there were more dogs in the Bible. Lots of talk
about lambs and goats and donkeys, but not many dogs.
Whoops I’m off track. I know I’ve arrived because as I
was walking up and down the hall I passed a boy at the
water fountain. I hadn’t seen him all night, and I’m not
sure if he knew I was there. Because in the past he has
given me lots of pets, so if he knew I was there I’m sure
pets would have been in order. Anyway, I’m walking by
and without missing a beat he turns
his head, sees me coming, and says
very matter of factly, “Oh, hi Connie.”
There it is. It’s amazing. He said it as
if he expected to see me. Wow, I’m so
excited! It’s like I’ve finally become
just another member of the people
here at the wonderful community we
call St. Timothy. I like being just another part, adding my own gifts and
talents, to this wonderful home that I
have.

Youth Ministries
St. Timothy Family Christmas celebration
On December 16, from 3 to 5 pm, we will be having a multigenerational Christmas Family Festival! We will begin with a large
group video about the story of Christmas, and then everyone will
visit four 20-minute stations to enhance our knowledge of the
meaning of Advent & Christmas. We will end the event with a reception of holiday treats and hot chocolate. As always, friends and
other family members are invited to attend this free event!
We are still in need of parents, High School students, and other
volunteers to help run the stations (easy to follow leader guides &
materials will be provided). We would also love for volunteers to
bring holiday treats for the reception. Please contact Lindsay
Casten at lcasten@sttimothylutheran.com if you are interested in
volunteering!
Sunday School
12/2/18 – Paul’s First Letter
12/9/18 – Malachi the Messenger
12/16/18 – Zephaniah’s Joyous Song
12/23/18 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL (Winter Break)
12/30/18 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL (Winter Break)
LOGOS
12/5/18 – Unit 2: Jacob & Esau
12/12/18 – Unit 2: Jacob to Israel
12/19/18 – CONFIRMATION/LOGOS Dinner
12/26/18 – NO LOGOS (Winter Break)

LAST CALL FOR BOOK FAIR ORDERS!
Just a reminder that our Adult and Children’s Book Fairs will end
on December 2nd, so be sure to place your orders before then!
There are many books on display on the Kids with CHRIST table
and in the library, plus MANY more titles included on the order
forms! You don’t want to miss out on up to 40% off and free shipping on these great titles that will arrive in time for Christmas!

Confirmation—December
We will meet the following Wednesdays
in December, 5th, 12th, and 19th. The
lesson begins at 6:30pm, but Confirmands are invited to come at 6:15 for sermon notes.
We will have a Confirmation / Logos
combined dinner on the Wednesday the
19th.
There are two special events upcoming
this month. One is that we will go caroling the evening of Sunday the 9th from 6
-8pm. The other is an Advent Family
Event on Sunday the 16th. We are
looking for some volunteers to help with
the evening.

High School—December
Sun 2: Small Group (6:30-8pm)
Sun 9: Caroling at homebound members
houses (6pm-8pm)
Sun 16: Helping lead the Family Advent
Event at Church (TBD)
Sun 24: Off for Christmas
Sun 31: Off for New Years

Council Highlights

from the November 26 meeting

Financial Reports: Kim Huebner
Giving during the month of October, member giving (including annual pledges) was $53,990.
YTD Giving through the end of October is $473,543 (v. $468,976 for the same period last year). This includes gifts made in 2017
for the 2018 operating year.
YTD total receipts (includes building use and other income) is $557,155 (v. $537,664 for the same period ending 10/31/17).
YTD Operating Expenses is $584,895 (v. $564,727 for the same period ending 10/31/17).
YTD Total Receipts Less Operating Expenses is -$27,739 (v. -$27,062 over the same period last year).
Property: Brad Stutesman
Parking Lot Lights: Another three (3) parking lot lights were replaced recently. We have ongoing issues with parking lot
lights. I have asked our vendor about the feasibility of converting to LED bulbs.
Broken Window: We have a broken window in an exterior, wooden sanctuary door on the north side that should be replaced within the next two weeks.
Exterior Lights: The six (6) exterior “wall box” light bulbs on Fellowship Hall and outside the pre-school have been replaced, as
have all nine (9) light bulbs over our main entrance. We will be meeting with the lighting designer to address the ongoing issue with
flickering and burned out track lights in the Narthex.
Marketing: Becky Barnhart
Creating new Tidbits/Tidings/Tim-bytes Submission Form in the following formats: PDF Form (fill-in form), Website Form,
Printed Form.
Adding a Request for Information Tab on the website under the “Contact Us” Tab which will allow congregation members to
request forms from Shari. The Request for Information Tab will include an Automated Response—*Until you have received
confirmation from the Church Office, the space is not reserved.
Starting a Daily Devotional for the Website – to kick off on Dec 2.
Complete copy of the minutes are on the website : https://sttimothylutheran.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/11-26-18Abbreviated-Council-Minutes.pdf Or hardcopy is available in back of narthex on Council Wall.

Social Ministry special events
Can you help with Mill Street Cares?

Mill Street Cares helps 25 families in need at Mill Street Elementary, our neighbor across the street, feed their children breakfast and lunch, the meals the children normally receive at school when it is in session, during Winter Break, 12/22-1/7. The St.
Timothy Family has generously donated food and gift cards to Mill Street Cares during extended school breaks since the
spring of 2015.
This year we will be using Sign-Up Genius to sign up for specific food items requested from the school. The list includes many
kid-friendly foods, as well as an option to purchase $25 gift cards in order for each family to be able to purchase perishable
items we cannot supply (fresh fruits, fresh vegetables, dairy and proteins).
Please visit: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa8ab2fa5fc1-mill and sign up for food items or gift cards that you would
like to donate.
Food donations can be placed on the Mill Street Cares tables at St. Timothy beginning 11/24, but no later than Wednesday,
12/12. Gift card donations can be given to Shari Helms in the office, or can be placed in Tonya Schmidt’s mailbox in the Conference Room.
The Sunday School and LOGOS kids, teachers, and volunteers will organize and package the food on Sunday, 12/16, during
Sunday School, to be shared with Mill Street Elementary on 12/17, in time for distribution before Winter Break.
A Thrivent Action Team was formed, which will help offset costs by providing $250 in seed money for Mill Street Cares.
Thrivent Financial Action Teams provide financial support to help offset the costs of social ministry and educational programs.
Thank you to Jewel-Osco who donated reusable grocery bags in which to pack the food for delivery to Mill Street Elementary.
If each of us contributes a little, we can help a LOT. Please consider donating some food for our neighbors in need.
Thank you!

FMSC

Thank you to all the St Tim’s members and friends who purchased or made a donation to the Feed The Need "pies
saves lives fundraiser." In its 5th year, your generosity raised 5705 meals that will feed 16 children 1 meal a day for 1 year.
Look for the signup sheets in January to help us reach our goal of 1.2MM meals at North Central
College on 2/16 & 2/17
St. Tim’s Feed the Need team

Around St. Timothy
Library Notes New adult fiction:

Legacy of Mercy by Lynn Austin This book is a sequel to The Waves of Mercy. It tells the compelling story of
a Dutch family finding itself over generations and underscores the importance of a belief in God and his plan for us.
Becoming Mrs Lewis by Patti Callahan One of the
greatest love stories of modern times is the improbable love
between the brilliant writer C.S. Lewis and Joy Davidman,
the passionate and fiercely independent woman who
changed his life.
My Life As a Doormat (In Three Acts) by Renee Gutteridge. Playwright Leah Townsend’s boyfriend insists she
doesn’t handle conflict well and enrolls her in a conflict resolution class. Can this conflict-averse woman learn to stand
up for herself?

Nominating Committee Thank you to Shaun Lovick for

his years of service on the St. Timothy council. Shaun will
be retiring from his position as vice president at the annual
meeting. He will be working with the nominating committee
that you selected at the annual meeting to suggest names
for a replacement on council. A great big thank you ahead
of time to Shelley Angell, Jann Everhart, Dave Hodapp,
Heiko Mitzkus, and John Waller for their work to find candidates for the council opening. If you have interest in becoming a part of the St. Timothy council please reach out to one
of these individuals to share your interest.

Prayers
We invite you to lift up members of our congregation in prayer. Each week, a number of
families will be prayed for during worship. The
following are on the prayer list for December:

Howard Nelson
Betty Nolan
Val Ohlsson
Cathy Pakenham
Cheryl Patterson
Erin, Jenny and Melissa
Sue Rasmussen
Sharon Reed
Kristina Sakaityte-Osowski
Adomas and Lukas
Geoff Schmit
Dylan and Andrea
Ann Schinske
Jennifer Sewart
Thomas and Marcus
Carolyn Schmit
Dylan and Andrea
Karen Smith

Giving Tree
This is a busy time of year for all of us. I ask that you
once again think about those children in foster care who
we “adopt” by purchasing gifts for them at Christmas. We
continue to support Lutheran Social Services again this
year. Please consider picking up a nametag for a child or
2, in the Narthex at the Giving Tree table. You shop for
one or more items on their list, wrap them and bring them
back to church by Sunday December 16 with the tag on
it. Please help us make Christmas a little brighter for
a child.
For more information contact Julie Loos (630-853-6676).

Barbara Stasell
Crystal Szewczyk
Dolores Thompson
Lois Waber
Steve Wilheim
George Zima

